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ideal constitutional ruler, and the present King

comes very close to the ideal At any rate, King
Edward the Seventh, is, through his popularity
with all classes, more powerful than any man'
*any class, any sect, any minister, or either of the
houseg of Parliament. His wisdom is not the
wisdom of the people, with the knowledge they
have; but the wisdom of the people, with the
knowledge and experience he has. It is the
knowledge of many, filtered through an unique
experience, and this comes close to being the
acme of common-sense. He is the most astute
diplomatist, and the most useful and charming
gentleman in Europe. So much is the King,
King!

The people is a free people, in the sense that
nowhere else in the world is the individual so
little ruled, hampered or oppressed; but politi-
cally they are bound fast by the chains of a House
of Lords, which, entirely independent of them, re-
jects their measures when it so pleases. And here
again is still another anomaly, for I believe that
the House of Lords, is, as a rule, a surer inter-
preter of the sober wishes of the English people
as a jtfhole, than the House of Commons.

The constitution is so loosely mortared to-
gether that you can take a brick out, or put a
brick in, without greatly disturbing the house of